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Attorney
selected as
temporary
Collier clerk
Patrick Riley
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Voters will decide later this year who
should succeed Dwight Brock, Collier
County’s longtime clerk of courts who
died Tuesday, but for now a Naples lawyer will head the office.

Twentieth
Judicial
Circuit Chief Judge Michael T. McHugh appointed Laird A. Lile to be
the temporary clerk for
the county, effective immediately, the circuit Brock
stated in a news release
Friday.
“Laird’s diverse and
impressive background
makes him uniquely
qualified to successfully
handle this position until
the governor appoints a
successor or the voters of Lile
Collier County elect a
new clerk of the court,” McHugh said,
according to the release.
Lile focuses on wills, trusts and estates in his private practice on Riviera
Drive.
See COLLIER CLERK, Page 6A

For business development, Collier areas designated low-tax zones
Patrick Riley and Laura Layden
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Federal officials on Thursday designated areas in Immokalee, Golden Gate
and Naples Manor as zones where businesses may benefit from lower taxes to
spur economic development.
The low tax Opportunity Zones are
intended to “encourage long-term investment and job creation by reducing
taxes for businesses that create jobs
there,” Collier County officials said in a
news release Friday.

Under a sweeping tax
bill, passed by Congress
in
December,
states
nominate
low-income
communities to be designated as qualified Opportunity Zones, which are Scott
eligible to receive tax
benefits. The zones retain the designation for 10 years.
In April, Gov. Rick Scott submitted
427 Florida census tracts, including five
from Collier, to federal officials. So far,
the U.S. Department of Treasury has
approved designations in all 50 states,

the District of Columbia and five U.S.
possessions.
The five tracts in Collier include:
❚ Naples Manor communities west of
Collier Boulevard, north of U.S. 41 East
and south of Rattlesnake Hammock
Road
❚ A stretch of land in Golden Gate,
west of Collier Boulevard, south of Golden Gate Parkway and east of Santa Barbara Boulevard
❚ Three swaths of land in and around
Immokalee, stretching from Lake
See LOW-TAX ZONES, Page 5A

“We’ve seen a few
businesses open, a few new
buildings, but we want to
see more. We want to see
more getting done here.
I’m all for that.”
Danny Gonzalez
president of the Immokalee Chamber of Commerce
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Collier clerk
Continued from Page 3A

Local election officials said this week
that the clerk of courts position would
be placed on the ballot. Anyone interested in running for the job will have until
noon June 22 to qualify.
If there are multiple candidates from
one party, they would have to compete
in the Aug. 28 primary. The general elec-

tion is scheduled for Nov. 6.
Gov. Rick Scott can appoint an interim clerk who would serve until Nov.
13, a week after the general election.
“The position is open and anyone is
welcome to apply,” said Ashley Cook,
Scott’s press secretary.
Interested candidates can apply online at the governor’s website, she said.
There is no timeline yet for a selection.
Lile, 58, was admitted to the Florida
Bar in 1984 and is a member in good
standing. He recently was elected to a

School testing
Continued from Page 3A

assessment areas with third- through
fifth-grade edging out the state average
in all areas. The district improved its
scores in every science category compared to last year.
The district scored four points higher
in both fifth grade science andbiology 1,
and five points higher in eighth-grade
science.
The highest scores in the district
were in biology 1, civics and U.S history
where 70 percent or more students
passed the tests.
The Florida Department of Education
requires all students in grades 3-10 to
take a standardized test in English,
math and science. Students in algebra 1,
geometry, biology 1, fifth-grade science,
eighth-grade math, civics and U.S. history also are required to take an end-ofcourse exam as part of the Next Genera-

seventh consecutive term on the board
of governors for the Bar and serves on
the Florida Supreme Court’s Judicial
Management Council and Florida
Courts Technology Commission.
“The clerk of courts provides important services to Collier County through
the tireless efforts of many dedicated
professionals,” Lile said, according to
the release.
“During this time of transition, it is
my honor to serve alongside these public servants as the clerk ad interim.”

tions Sunshine State Standards.
For students to pass a test, they have
to receive a Level 3 score or higher. The
highest grade a student can receive is
Level 5, which is considered mastery,
and the lowest is Level 1, considered inadequate.

Which schools did best?
Mason Classical Academy in Naples
was one of the top-performing schools in
the district with 80 percent or more students passing the standardized assessment in English, math and science for
each grade level. The school also had
100 percent of its students pass the civics test.
Other top-performing elementary
schools included Sea Gate Elementary in
Naples, where 80 percent or more of its
third- through fifth-grade students
passed the English, math and science
tests. Eighty-five percent or more of Pelican Marsh’s third- through fifth-grade
students passed the math test.

New-F a
shi

Marco Island Middle School had
90 percent of its students pass the endof-course tests in both algebra 1 and civics.
Ninety percent of students at Lorenzo Walker Technical High School in East
Naples passed the biology 1 end-ofcourse test. For the ninth- and 10thgrade test in English, the school had the
top score in the district.

Which schools did worst?
The lowest-performing elementary
schools were Pinecrest and Village Oaks
in Immokalee; fewer than half the students passed the English and math tests
for third through fifth grade.
Immokalee Middle School was lowest-performing school for sixth through
eighth grade with less 40 percent of its
students passing math and English
tests.
Immokalee High School also had the
lowest scores for Biology 1, Algebra 1, geometry and U.S. history.
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A new flavo of uxury
Luxury Estate, Single-Family, Coach Home,
Condominium, and Terrace Home Residences
from the $700’s into the Millions.
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Garden House Information & Sales Center
16980 Livingston Road
239.449.5900 TalisPark.com
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A KITSON & PARTNERS COMMUNITY

BROKER PARTICIPATION WELCOMED. PRICES, PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. ORAL REPRESENTATION CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE
DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. NOT AN
OFFERING WHERE PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW. PHOTOGRAPHY IN THIS AD MAY BE STOCK PHOTOGRAPHY USED TO DEPICT THE LIFESTYLE TO BE ACHIEVED RATHER ANY THAT MAY EXIST.

