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Rauschenberg trust trial is nearing an end

Set for today:
Start of closing
arguments

By Mary Wozniak

mwozniak@news-press.com

Attorneys will deliver
closing arguments today
in the trial to determine
how much three trustees
of the Robert Rauschen-
berg Revocable Trust
should be paid for work
done for the late artist’s
charitable foundation.

The trustees say they
should be paid $60 million.

The trustees believe
the amount they receive
should be based on the
value of the artist’s estate.
They say they grew the
assets from $600 million
to $2.2 billion.

Meanwhile, the Robert
Rauschenberg Founda-
tion says the focus is how
much the work per-
formed by the trustees is
worth.

Bob Goldman, founda-
tion attorney, has said a

more appropriate fee for
the trustees would be
about $300,000 to less than
$1 million.

On Tuesday, Naples at-
torney Laird A. Lile, an
expert witness on trusts
and trustee fees hired by
the foundation’s legal
team, testified amore rea-
sonable fee is $375,000, or
$250 per hour for 1,500
hours. He based his as-
sessment on the Lodestar
method, used to calculate
attorney’s fees based on
hours worked and a rea-
sonable amount per hour.

Michael Gay, the trust-
ees’ attorney, questioned
the method used and said
Lile’s calculations had not
taken into account addi-
tional work performed by
trustees, such as main-
taining the artist’s proper-
ties.

The trustees are Ben-
net Grutman, who was
Rauschenberg’s accoun-
tant; Darryl Pottorf,
friend, companion and ex-
ecutor of the artist’s will;
and Bill Goldston, who
partnered with the artist
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for a fine art print pub-
lishing company. The
three have already paid
themselves $1.9 million
each.

Earlier Tuesday, Chris-
topher Rauschenberg, the
late artist’s son and head
of his foundation, testi-
fied about his father’s leg-
acy. Rauschenberg, who
died May 12, 2008, also
was a philanthropist. His
will stated his estate
should go into a trust that
was overseen and con-

trolled by his friends, the
three trustees. The trust
was to distribute the art-
ist’s assets to his benefi-
ciaries, with the founda-
tion being primary bene-
ficiary.

Goldman also read de-
position testimony from
trustees Goldston and
Pottorf.

Goldston testified the
trustees deserved $20
million each for their ser-
vices, and he lost 12
pounds and developed
stomach problems from
the stress of dealing with
the trust.

However, Pottorf’s tes-
timony said he considered
the $60 million amount
“absurd.” He made the
comments during a voice
mail left on the phone of
foundation Executive Di-
rector Christy MacLear.
Pottorf said no one really
expected that amount and
suggested “coming to the
table,” to work out the
matter.

Court documents show
the foundation claims Pot-
torf harassed MacLear,

and other staff, leaving as
many as 7S obscene and
threatening voice mails in
a week.

Pottorf’s  testimony
was that he made the
phone calls because he
was “furious” McLear did
not return his messages.
But in the portion of a
transcript of one of Pot-
torf’s phone calls read by
Goldman, Pottorf said “I
don’t need that kind of

money. I already have my
own.”



